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Middle-of-year data show early
literacy improvements are
slowing, and broader U.S. literacy
rates remain a concern.

The latest middle-of-school-year data show that throughout the spring and fall of
2023, schools across the country made some progress increasing the number of
K—2 students on track for learning to read, but that progress is slowing. Between
2021-2022 and 2022—-2023, the number of students on track for learning to read
increased by four to five percent across all grades; however, between 2022—2023 and
2023-2024, the increase was only two percent in each grade.

Across grades K—2, only half of students are on track for learning to read at
middle-of-year, and three in ten students are far behind. The data demonstrate
how literacy rates in the United States remain a concern. Too many students are at
risk of failing to read proficiently by the end of third grade, an important indicator of
future academic success.

Just over half of U.S. students in grades K—2 are on track for learning to
read, yet the latest data show literacy improvements slowing year-over-
year. To address these slowing gains, schools and districts must act now to
accelerate literacy outcomes.

The good news: When students receive science-based reading instruction,
outcomes improve!. See the Recommendations section on page 10 of this
report for actions schools and districts can take at middle-of-year.
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About the data

Over the past four years, elementary schools across the U.S. have been assessing
students on early literacy skills with Amplify’s mCLASS®. The DIBELS® 8th Edition data,
collected by teachers interacting with students one on one, either live or over video, reveals
instructional loss and the extent to which students have recovered from those losses.

This report compares mCLASS with DIBELS 8th Edition benchmark data from the
2019-20, 202021, 2021—-22, 2022—23, and 2023—24 school years. From more than

2 million students assessed with mCLASS, approximately 300,000 students in a matched
set of 1,400 schools in 43 states are represented. The schools in the source data are
slightly more likely to be in large urban metropolitan areas than the nation overall.

About mCLASS

The data was collected with mCLASS, Amplify’s teacher-administered literacy
assessment and intervention suite for grades K—6. mCLASS, powered by DIBELS 8th
Edition, automates the data collection of Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy
Skills (DIBELS), a widely-used series of short tests that assess K-8 literacy. Developed
by the University of Oregon, DIBELS is an observational assessment collected by
teachers interacting with students one-on-one, either live or over video. DIBELS is
typically administered three times a year (beginning, middle, and end of year), and is
used to identify reading difficulty, monitor progress, and inform instruction, especially for
struggling readers.

Explanation of assessment performance levels

DIBELS performance levels Status Instructional implications
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Ready for core instruction, likely to meet grade-level reading

On track

standards at end of year
. At benchmark

Not far behind, require some strategic support, reasonabl

Below benchmark . q 9 PP y

likely to meet end of year standards

Far behind, require intensive intervention, unlikely to meet end
. Well below benchmark At risk q Y

of year standards

About Amplify

A pioneer in K—=12 education since 2000, Amplify is leading the way in next-generation
curriculum and assessment. Our captivating core and supplemental programs in literacy,
math, and science engage all students in rigorous learning and inspire them to think
deeply, creatively, and for themselves. Our formative assessment products turn data

into practical instructional support to help all students build a strong foundation in early
reading and math. All of our programs provide teachers with powerful tools that help them
understand and respond to the needs of every student. Today, Amplify reaches more than
15 million students in all 50 states. To learn more, visit amplify.com.



Insights

How many students are on track to learn to read?

The following table shows the percentage of students in each grade who were
identified as being on track (ready for core instruction) in early literacy skills. They
include the most recent data from the middle of the current school year (2023—24),
as well as data from the middle of the four previous school years (2019—20, 202021,
2021-22,and 2022—-23).
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The data show that there are now more students on track for learning to read than
there were two years ago (mid-year 2021—-22), but not as many as there were four
years ago (mid-year 2019—20). In kindergarten, the percentage of students on track
for learning to read fell from 55 percent in the middle of 2019—20 to 47 percent in
the middle of 2021—22 and has since climbed back up to 54 percent in the middle

of 2023-24. In grade 1, it fell from 58 percent to 47 percent before rebounding to 54
percent; in grade 2, it fell from 59 percent to 51 percent before rising to 57 percent.
All grades K—2 show signs of progress, as there are more students on-track now than
there were in 2021-22, with notable gains in kindergarten and grade 1.
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